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on this question. If any further infor-
mation is required, he will be able to give
it. When any difficulty oceurs, the Hon.
J. H. Taylor will also be able to help us.
He attended the Convention, and will e
_able fo contribute his share towards the
elucidation of this important subject. T
have now the honour to submit the motion
standing in my name.

Tee Hon. R. 8. HAYNES : Is
the motion properly before the House ?
Under what rule of the House or under
what Standing Qrder does it come? Is
this a new Bill sent up from the Legislative
Assembly, or is it introduced by the hon.
Minister? Are we to discussit and send
it to the other chamber ? It seems to
e that we are taking time by the fore-
lock. What is the use of discussing the
question in this way until it has been
sent to us by the Legislative Assembly,
I understand that it is proposed to treat
it as a Bill introduced into this House,
read a first tine, and then taken as a
second reading. I do not know by what
rule it should be so. I refer you to Rule
229 of the Standing Orders.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. 8ir G. Shen-
ton) : If the hon. member turns to Clause
23 of the Australasian Federation Enabl-
ing Act of 1896, he will find the follow-
ing:—

As soon as convenient after a draft constitu-

tion has heen prepared by the Convention,
- and has been received by the Governor, it
should be submitted for consideration to each
House of Parliament sitting in commitiee of
the whole, and such awendments as may he
desired by cither House, together with the
draft constitntion, should be remitted to the
Convention through one of the Western Aus-
tralian represcntatives.
We are dealing with the matter under
our special legislative powers. T may
state for the information of hon. members
that every hon. member has now a right
to speak to the Bill. This is the time to
discuss the Bill.

Tue How. B. 8. HAYNES : I move
the adjournment of the debafe to the
next sitting of the House.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: I
move that the House at its rising adjourn
to 4-30 to-morrow afternoon.
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Hox, J. E. RICHARDSON : T would
like to suggest 7-30 to-morrow evening.

Motion put and passed.

Tue PRESIDENT (Sir G. Shenton) :
The Governor will be prepared to receive
the Address-in-Reply at 430 pm. to-
morrow, immediately after prayers.

The Council adjourned at 915 pm.
until next day.

Hegislative Jssembly,
Thuwrsday, 19th Awgust, 1897,

Question : Expenditure re Coolgnrdic Waterworks
Scheme—Addreas-in-Re})ly-. thivd day's debate—
Government House Bullroom Expenditure : dehate
resumed and motion withdrawn— Adjonrmment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 7-30
o’clock p.m.

PraYERS.

QUESTION—EXPENDITURE RE COOL-
GARDIE WATERWORKS SCHEME.
Mg. ILLINGWORTH, in accordance

with mnotice, asked the Premier what
moneys had been expended (if any), or
what contracts or agreements (if any) had
heen entered into in connection with the
Coolgardie water scheme.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Porrest) replied :--The expenditure on
the Cloolgardie water supply scheme is
£6,044, which has been cliefly in con-
nection with surveys. No confracts have
been entered into.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
THIRD DAY'S DEBATE.

Debate resumed on the motion (by
Mr. Kingsmill) for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply to the Governor’s open-
ing Speech. ’
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Mg. RASON: Sir, although I moved | have any weight with the leader of this

the adjournment of this debate at the
previous sitting, I do not know that I
have very much to say on the question of
the Address-in-Reply, but I may per-
haps, on behalf of the new members, and
especially those representing the goldfields
eonstituencies, be permitted to congratu-
late you, Mr. Speaker, upon your re-
election to the position of Speaker of this
honeurable House; a position you have
filled with such marked ability, and the
duties of which you have carried out to
the honour and satisfaction of this House.
And the mere fact that you, sir, occupy
that position is at once an assurance and
a guarauntee that, no matter on which side

of the House members may sit, fair play.

and impartiality will be carried out. I
miy also say, and T trust T shall not be
accused of presumpkion, thai, we, especi-
ally the goldfields members, tender to our
leader, 8ur John Forrest, our Lhearty con-
gratulations and a cordial welcowne on
his retwrn from London to his place in
this House. The sooner the Address-in-
Reply is disposed of, the sooner we shall
get to the business for which we are
called together. I do not wish to intrude
on the time of the House, and therefore
I will confine my few remarks solely to
two or three important matters, T wish
first to allude to a promise which was
made by the leader of this House in his
speech at Buubury, that we should have

public hatteries established on the gold- -

fields by the Governmeni. ‘The people
who sent me to this House were content
to take that as a promise, and on that
promise they have waited. They are still
waiting, and on the fulfilment of that
promise they are content to wait; but I
am entitled to nsk that the Premier will
carry out that promise as speedily as
possible.

Tre Premier: We must have a vote
of money first.

Mr. RASON: The people who sent me
here, by no means an unimportant part
of this eolony, are waiting patienfly and
confidently for the fulfilment of that
promise. I can assure the leader of this
House that, as a matter of policy, there is
no doubi that if the Government will
expend money in the erection of batteries
on the fields, where necessary, the invest-
ment will be u remunerative one. I do
not know that I can say anything that will

House; but, speaking from this (the
Govcmment) side of the House, I can
only say that a certain promise having
been made, the people whe sent me here
rely on the Government to fulfil it, and
we have confidence in the leader of this
House that this promise will be fulfilled.
Mr. SOLOMON: It is not my inten-
tion to take up the time of the House
in this debate.  Allow me, Mr. Speaker,
to congratulate you on the position you
have again obtained with the consent of
the House generally, and I feel sure the
duties of the position of Speaker will be
discharged in that fearless mauner which
is characteristic of your actions in the
past.. I.would also like to add my con- .
gratulation to the pman of welcome to the
Right Hon. 8ir John Forest, on his re-
taling his seat in this House after a short
absence in London. I speak not alone as
a member of this House but also on be-
half of the constituency I represent, and
for the town of Fremantle, being the civic
head of that important port; and T can
assure the Premier that there is no part
of the colony that will greet his appear-
ance again more heartily than the people
of Fremantle. T have to congratulate the
Government on the addition to the Min-
istry of the hon. memker for Northam,
who has showed his ability in many ways,
and more especially has he shown that he
is fitted to be the head of the Lands De-
partment, to which he has been appointed,
and I foel sure from the energy and
perseverance he has always shown as a
member of this House, that he will do
credit to himself and udd to the stability
of the DBMinistry. It is pleasing to
know from what has fallen to-day
from Sir John Forrest, that the finances
of the colony ware in a satisfactory
position. Possibly from what has ap-
peared in the Speech of the Governor
referring fo finance, come doubt way
have been thrown upon that by a sentence
to the effect that the colony is not in-
debted to any local financial institution.
That, I fear, has given rise to some doubt
as to whether the colony is not indebted
outside. That is the impression made
upon my miind by what appears in His
Excellency’s Speech, but T am now satisfied
that the Premier would not deceive any
one of us by making such a statement as
he did to-day, that we have nothing to
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fewr with regard fo the financial position
of the c¢olony, and I for one helieve he
speaks what Le believes to be the truth.

Mer. Irnuisawonrrn: He always does
that.

M SOLOMON: It s with great
pleasure I have listened to the membors
who have been sent here by the mining
constitnencies —gentlemen who have been
sent here to represent one of the most
important industries in the colony, which
will, together with other industries which
doubtless are vet to be developed, in time
to come make Western Australia a colony
that will stand second to none in Aus-
tralasia. The subject itself gives very
little opportunity for debate, and as 1t
was suggested by the Attomev General
that at this stage the debate should not
be lengthy with regard to the Commeon-
wealth Bill, I shall speak only Dbriefly
upon that. It may be found, however,
that although members have had the Bill
hefore them for some little time, and it is
possible they may be well acquainted
with the clauses in the Bill, the discus-
sion will be ull the greater, and may take
a longer time than would otherwise be -
the ease. Consequently I think a mistake |
was made in not calling the House to-
gether at an earlier date. The important
question of the Coolgardie water supply
has heen introduced inte the debate,
and [ am still of the opinion T expressed
last session that this Important guestion
should be referred to a select committee.
If the question is brought forward again
L shall myself assnredly move in that
direction. As to the mining regulations,
members for the various mining con-
stituencies have been most moderate in
what they have stated. and I am glad
they have taken an opportunity of placing
their views before this House, as these
may give to the Government some hint ag
to these members’ requirements, which
may be useful for the Government to .
consider during the short recess which is
to tollow. It is natural that those mem-
bers should ventilate their opinions, and
from what has already taken place it
appears that there are many of the mining
regulations which will require adjusting,
ind if the Cominission be appointed as is
suggested, I feel snre that good will
result.  One hon. member referred to |
smelting works heing established at Fre- |
maatle, and offered some objections, but |
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1 think there is no hetter pluce for smelt.
ing works than at Fremautle, as they
would be close to the shipping, where
deep water is available for vessels coming
along side the whart. T feel sure that if
smelting works are established there they
will do an immense deal of good. The
hon. member said they would injure
vegetation in the vicinity, but I may say
that although we ure to some extent a
vegetable growing community, vet I can
agsure the House that smelting works
will not in auy way interfere with the
vegetation. With regard to the matter
of federation, I agree with the remarks of
of the member for North Coolgardie (Mr.
Gregory) that federation must grow with
the people. At present I do not think
one in a hundred of the people knows
what federation is, or to what it may lead
us if we go blindfold into the Federal
Counvention. I know that some time ago
an attempt whs made in Fremantle to
call a public meeting for discussing the

" question, but the people would notattend,

and the meeting was a failure. This
shows the great responsibility we should
be taking if we were to enter into the
matter now, unless there is some strong
teeling—as there generally is on a national
question like this—coming spontaneously
trom the public. T believe that eventually
we shall have federation, but it must
grow with the people of the colony. I
rather regret that ome matter has been
mentioned, though my position in refer-
ence to it is somewhat unique. With
regard to the whipping case that took
place in the Fremantle gaol, I feel sure
that, if the hon. member (Mr. Vosper)
konew the rights ot the case, instead of
condemning the magistrate who ordered
that punishment, he would say the magis-
trate did perfectly right. In my position
I am in duty bound to vindicate the
action of the magistrate m that matter,
for T may say he has been 1 the service
since he was a hoy, some 36 years, and
has grown up in it; and as io this par-
ticular case I feel swre, as every man in
Fremantle lmows, that the magistrate in
question is as humane ag any man in the
colony, and if there hus lieen any fault at
all it has been an error on the side of
mercy. (General langhter.) 1 may ex-
plain that the sentence was for 36 lashes
and 12 months in irons. According to
the Criminal Act. I believe the magis-
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trate conld bave given 100 lushes and

three vears’ imprisonment- -[ Mr. Vosrer:
It is a Criminal Act]--and that would
possibly in the old times have been carried
out, bnt I do not go so far as to sav
such a sentence would in this case
have been w just punishment. [ would
like to point out that when the lash was
used vears ago it was such a thing as no
doubt the word “crnelty” could be applied
to, because it was at that time a harbarous
punishment, and the weapon used could
not be used without inflicting a large
amount of pain, because the weapon was
knotted catgut, and the severest punish-
ment a man could bear. At present the
weapon for whipping is o mere plaything.
(General luughter.) Hon. members may
langh, and say < Oh,” but 1 sbould like
them to see for themselves. (More
laughter.) It is not so much the feeling
of the whip that is o deterrent in & matter
of crime, but it is rather the fact of getting
that punishment before their fellow-men.

M=. Georek: That is where the
punishnient comes n.

Mz. SOLOMON :

I might mention

. House.

that oue of these men had heen found -

guilty of garotting. [Me.
Gaol-breaking is not garotéing.] But
this man was in for fifteen years for the
crime of garotting, and who is to know,
if he had got away. that some innocent
person might not have suffered at his
hanals ¥
so much as a pnmshment as a deterrent.
I can assure hon. members that there are
men in that gaol who, if such pumsh-
ments were not inflicted, would not hesi-
tate to try to ger beyond the walls and do
further mischief. I thought it necessary,
as a brother magistrate, to speak on this
matter, hecanse tor the nine years I have
sat with the gentleman whose conduct has
been questiviied I have always found
him very lenient. T must apologise for
having made any remarks on this matter;
hut I felt that I was called upon, in my
position, to vindicate the character of a
gentleman who has heen in the service so
long, and deserves commendation rather
than condemnation.

* Mp. MITCHELL (the Murchisen):
Mr. Speaker,—In addressing myself to
the motion on the Address-in-Reply to
the speech we hewrd a few days ago from
the Governor, I feel called upon to offer

VosrEr: -

These penalties are inflicted, not
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selecied to preside over this honowrable
1 bhave alsn to express my
pleasure at seeing the right hon. the
Premier back in his place. 1 may tell
vou. siv, that T had not the slightest idea
of spenking on the question of federation
on this oceasion. From what fell from
the lips of the Attorney General T take it
to be his wish that we should only deal
with this mensure when in committee.
But, inasmuch as other members have
had thewr say, 1 do not see why I should
not he allowed to have my say. In any
case, what I say will be very little indeed.
We ware told by an hon. member last
night that we did pot know anything
about, federation.  Well, T think 1t is no
disadvantage for usnot to know anything
about jt. The less we know about federa-
tion for some time to come, the better it
will be for Western Australia. It is bul
a short tiine since we obtained the privi-
lege of mauaging onr own affairs, and
Responsible Government was conceded to
us. Tt will be admitted by all members,
and the colony generally, that we have
done very well under our new Constitu-
tion. We have made great strides in pro-
gress, and that progress is attributable to
three causes, namely,—first, the change
in the Constitution of the colony; secondly.
the discovery of ygold; and thirdly, and
last but hy no means least, the admini-
strative ability shown by those gentle-
men who lhave been entrusted with
the manugement of our public attairs.
We are told if we get federation we shall
have freetrade; and there is no doubt
about the truth ot that. "Mz, Irnive-
worTH: Who said that?] Well, we
shall have freetrade so far as the federated
States are concerned. Freetrade may
seem very nice in the abstract; but. per-
haps. in speaking on this subject, * free
ports” would be a better term. However
federal freetrade may be described, I do
not think Western Australia would par-
ticipate in the advantages which many of
the colomies would enjoy. We, here,
have nothing whatever to send to the
other colonies, whereas the other colonies
have plenty to send to us; and therefore,
T say, we could not participate in the
acdvantages of free ports. We have done
so well under Responsible Government in
Western Australia that I would ask hon.
members to think before they record their

my congratulations to vou on being again | votes for anything that might lead to
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giving up the right to manage our own
affairs—a right near and dear to all
British subjects. A few years ago [
suppose none of the other colonies would
have asked us to join in federation. They
would have told us that we had nothing
on which to federate with them; but,
since we have been fortunate enough to
discover gold and make such vast pro-
gress, they are only too glad to get ns to
go in with them.

M=z. ItuinaworTH: Before gold was
discovered the other colonies asked us to
federate.

Mr. MITCHELL:
very much.

Mg. Irvivawonrtn . Itisafact all the
same. ‘

Me. MITCHELL: I lhave more faith
in the ability and wisdom of members of
this House than to believe for one moment
they will vote for the giving up of the
right to manage our own affairs; and as
soon as we do federate, we should have to
give up that right. I hope that both
sides of the House—perhaps I ought to
say the tlree sides—will work together,
as far as is consistent between a Govern-
ment and an Opposition, for the well-heing
of this great and growing country. When
I say growing country, I mean growing
in importance. This being the first time
I have appeared as a speaker in this
House, I mnst ask hon. members to
excuse me if I have not said all T ought
to have said. At any rate, I have said all
I could.

Mr. EWING (the Swan): The hon.
member for the Guscoyne last might, and
also the hon. member for the Murchison
to-night, seemed very much surprised
indeed that the whole of the members of
the Assembly have not taken the sugges-
tion of the Attorney General as law. I
have no doubt that the House will he
glad to hear any suggestions that may
fall from the learned gentleman; but
these will ouly be tuken as suggestions
and not as directions. When contesting
my election I stated it was doubtful
which side of the House I should sit on.
I pointed out that, so far as I was able to
see at the time, my views were not in
accordance with those of the Ministry,
and that 1 might probably be found on
the Opposition side. I contested that
election as an independent candidate, for
the reason that T was unable to yather

I question that
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from the long speech of the Premier at
Bunbury what were the political prin-
ciples of the Government. Had I been
able to gather from that long speech of
some two hours whether the principles
of the Government were progressive or
whether they were counservative, then I
might have been able to tell the electors
of the Swan whether I was prepared to
go on the Government side or on the
Opposition side. I hoped—and still cling
to the hope—that when we came hefore
the House, we should, in accordance with
established custom, have such aGovernor's
Speech as would enable uws to see
what were the intentions of the Govern-
ment. L hoped, and was right and
reasonable in hoping, that we would be
able to gather from that Speech whether
the Government iniended to carry out
much-needed legislation, or whether they
did not—whether the Government were
conservative or whether they were going
with the times and appreciated the exist-
ingr condition of affairs. DBut what have
hon. members met with? We have as-
sembled here, and have absolutely nothing
hefore us except the fuclt that we are
called together for the purposc of con-
sidering federation.

Tur Presmier: This is a special ses-
sion.

Mr. EWING : That may be; butif itis,
we required a special sitting months ago.
If the Premier realises that two days before
his return a special sitting was neces-
sary, how much more was it necessary
long ago, in order to emable Purliament
to thoroughly discuss the federation ques-
tion? Now, we are invited to consider
this important matter in two days —-ure
practically asked not to debate it. With
five or six Ministers in the colony, it is
bard to sce the reason for the nbsence of
any declaration of policy or any indication
of the intentions of the Cabinet. Is it
bacause the only man whe was capable or
who was willing to formulate n policy was
absent? If so, now that the right
honourable gentleman has returned, 1
hope he will tell us what the Government
intend to do, aund give us an opportunity
of supporting or opposing him. Itakedt
that a member, though he may sit in oppo-
sition, does not pledge himself to oppose all
the proposals of the Government, but
merely those which he thinls should
not be carried into effect, and that it is
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part of his function to wrge the Govern-
ment to fake what, in his opinion, is the
proper course.  The silence of hon.
members on the Ministerial side has been
mentioned once or twice, and it has even
been mentioned as u conspiracy. I do
not think the silence is due to conspiracy.
I think it is due to the fact that the
Government have given those who
support them nothing to talk about, and
I truly sympathise with any hon. member
who gets up on the Ministerial side to
support the Address-in-Reply with so
little material on which he can address
the House. We are compelled by the
absence of subjects we looked for in the
Specch to debate that which the Speech
does not contain, and to point ouf to
Ministers that which we expected to have
found there. Now let us consider just
shortly the first matter that is embodied
in the Speech. This is the most im-
portant question of federation, which the
Attorney General has asked us not to
debate. So far as T have been uble to
gather, only one direct supporter of the
Government has spoken on this question.
And that gentleman has delivered him-
self in such a manner as to show that he
does not intend to support federation.
From the remarks he let fall, T think the
reason he does not intend to support
federation is because he knows nothing
about it. The hon member for Greenough
got up and actually asked the House—
“How could we in Western Australia
ever have done the work that has heen
done had we had federation, and had
the centre of government here been
removed in the way federation would
remove it?”  In asking that question the
Lion. member clearly shows that he knows
nothing about federation. There is no
suggestion that the administration of the
departinents which he indicated shall be
taken out of the hands of the local
Parliament. [Mur. PexneraTriEr: That
is the proposition.} To hear the hon,
member, it might be imagined that the
Parliament of Western Australia was
about to be annihilated.

Mr. Penveratuer : The control of the

[19 Aucust, 1897.]

Post Office and Telegraph Service will be
taken away. t

Mr. EWING : Supporters of the Minis- |
try tell us that under federation we
should have no power over our own |

finances, and could not construct our own |
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works. That appears to me absurd. The
hon. wmember for the Murchison seems
to think that federntion means political
annihilation ; but federatien, to iy mind,
means nothing of the kind. Federation
simply means, so far as I am able to sece,
that the colouies shall be hound together
ounly so far as their interests are identical.
We are asking the different colonies to
come together to consider under what
conditions each colony will deem it satis.
factory to enter into federation. When
an hon. member finds it necessary to
make statements of the kind indulged in
by the hon. member for Greenough, and
wander from Home Rule inte a blood-
thirsby Americun War, it is evident that
he has very little sound argument to offer
in opposition to the principle of federa-
tion. Then I see from the Speech that
His Excellency is glad to note satisfac-
tory settlement on the land. That must
gratify anyene who has the interests of
the celony at heart. There is no better
indication of progresston than true settle-
ment on the land and development of the
agricultural industry. To sacrifice the
agricultwral industry under any but ex-
ceptional circumstances, is to do that
which no one has a right to do. We
must consider every vested interest, and
act so that those vested interests may he
preserved ; but yet we must remember
the other people outside those vested
interests, and must not sacrifice the vast
majority for the sake of the few. Tn the
matter of taxation we have to ask our-
selves —Is the industry that you are
going to endenvour to support by a high
tariff, is the industry which you are going
to endeavour to bwld uwp by imposing
protective duties, such a one as can exist
under ordinary, reasonable circumstances ?
It must be asked whether the industry is
one suited to the community, and whether
ihe imposition of taxation will inflict on
the great majority of the people serions
and unfair consequences. I ask whether
there would not be much greater and
truer settlement on the land, if the cost of
living in this colony were made reason-
able? Does any hon. member mean to
contend that there is irue settlement by
bringing the heads of families alone to
the colony ? Do we not all recognise
that if we are to have true settlement—
true home-making—we must have the
whole of the family, and not part of
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it, here? If the Ministry were true to
their pledges and true to the interests
of the agricultural industry, and if they
really meant to advance settlement on
the soil, they would give every reason-
able facility for enabling the people
to live under cheap conditions on the
land. [Tre Premigr: So they do.]
It the Government do so, it is by
putting 100 per cent. on beef. Is that
duty for the benefit of agriculture, or is it
done for the benefit of squatters in the
North, or for the henefit of rings of heef-
producers in the colony ? [A MEMEBER:
Nothing of the sort.] Itisnotnecessary
for me to mention those rings, for every
member of the Assembly knows of them.
No wonder the Ministry stick to the beef
duties, and I should be very much sur-
prised if they did not. The Ministry are
not sticking to the duties in the interests
of the people, or because they believe they
are doing good to Western Australis.
They are sticking to the duties because of
private, individual interests in the indus-
try. [A Mewmaer: The hon. member is
surely out of order.] The question of
enabling people to live at a reasonable
- cost 18 4 great one. There is no market
like a home market. It is better for the
farmer, where he can, to send his produce
direct to market without the intervention
of the middleman, or of duties and all
attendant consequences and risks.

Mr. A. Forresr: Give us ah instance
where that is possible.

Mr. EWING : The hon. member knows
that the most satisfactory market is the
home market. If he does not kmow it
he ought to know it, because he is a pro-
ducer who did not find the foreign market
so satisfactory before we lad a decent
market of our own. We have a good
Lome market and want a better one, and
we are going to have a better one by
enabling the people to live at a reasonable
rate. If we have a good home market
with only the hends of families here, how
much better would the market be if the
whole families were here? We would
then find that mstead of money going out
of the colony to feed farmers in other
parts of Australia, it wounld be kept here
to assist and help the farmers of Western
Australia. That is the way in which to
consicer the interests of agriculture.
What is the good of putting a few pounds
into the pockets of the farmer on the one
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hand, and on the other hand depriving
him of the best market he could possibly
have? The hon. member for East Kim-
berley has said that the money is not
going out of the colony for the purpose
of keeping the wives and families of men
who are over here and who cannot afford
to bring their wives and families over on
account, of the high cost of living. He
says that the money is going away to pay
debts contracted in other ecolonies. Now,
as a lawyer, my experience is that people
who come to these colonies and who owe
money are not at all anxious to pay their
debts, and that it takes them a long time
to make up their minds to do so. The
hon. member might just as well tell us
that the money has Dbeen sent over to
South Australia for the purpose of exter-
minating the tick, in order to enable the
butchers in that colony to compete success-
fully with another butchers’ ring in Perth.
One suggestion would be quite as logical
and as reasonable as the other. The facts
do not support the hon. member’s conten-
tion ; and he knows, and the House knows,
that he is talking nonsense.

Mz. Convor: We don’t want people
here who won't puy their debts.

Mgr. EWING: It is the duty of hon.
members, whenever they find that the
Government are right, to support the
Government. Whenever I find the
Ministry introducing good, sound legis-
lation, which I take to De absolutely
necessary for Western Australia, my vote
will be given for them, wherever I may
happen to sit in the House. But where
we have a Government which comes hefora
the House without any policy or principle,
then a new member cannet support such
a Government. We want to be able to
give reasons for supporting a Govern-
ment; and I truly pity hon. members
who have to address the House from the
Ministerial side. They cannot give any
reason why they should be supporting the
present Ministry, because there is nothing
to support. A bald, bare statement has
been laid before the House; and yet the
Government has the audacity to come
here and say, “ Although we have given
you nothing to debate, you have no right
to debate 1t!” There are many matters
which should have been dealt with in the
Speech, and amongst the most important
are those of social legislation. The Gov-
ernment, has no right to overshadow
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social legislation in the way they are
domg. It is no credit to the (Government
to have sat there all those years withont,
for instance, endeavouring te amend the
criminal ¢code. The people here are sulb-
ject to the same criminal laws as they
were in the days of penal settlement.
The lash and many glorious relics of
the old time remain. Why have the
Ministry and the Government not rea-
lised the neccessity for progress i this
direction ? Why should we not have
criminal laws in accordance with the
spirit of the times? It is disgraceful
that there are so many capital offences n
the colony as there are. A man can be
hung for no less than seven or eight
offences in this colony; and T undertake
to say this is the only part of the
British dominions in which such a dis-
graceful state of affuirs exists. We have
been told in-the Speech that the finances
of the colony are in a satisfactory con-
dition ; and the Premier has stated to-day,
I helieve, that he was surprised that any-
one should doubt the financial soundness
of Western Australia. Had the Premier
introduced the deputation to the Acting
Premier that T had the pleasure of intro-
ducing, he would have understood why
the people doubt the financial stability of
the colony. The Acting Premier on that
occasion stated that the Government had
exhausted their borrowing powers, and
had no credit at the bank.

Tre CoxyisstoNer oF RarLwars: Did
he tell you that ?

Mr. EWING: He said we had antici-
pated our revenue. That statement,
made by the Acking Premier, can be read
in the newspapers ; and if members of the
Government do not read the newspapers
it is not my fault. The Acting Premier
said that the Government had exhausted
their borrowing capacity, aud that they
had no money with which to do what we
asked. If statements of that lkind are
not likely to shake confidence in the
financial stability of the country, I do not
know what kind of statoments are. T do
not say that the country is financially
unsound ; but it astounded e to hear
a gentleman occupying the position of
Acting Premier making statements which
must damn the credit of Western Aus-
tralia. Can the Premier wonder now at
the people doubting the credit of the
country ?  [The Preaier: Why 77 I
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have told the Premier why. I have
told him why the people doubt the
eredit of the country; and no words or
assurance that the hon. gentleman can
give will wipe out the words of the
Acting Premier. A statement of that
kind is not made for nothing. If it is
made for nothing, then the hon. gentle-
man has no right to occupy the position
any longer.

THE PREMIER:
ask him for?

Mz. EWING: That is not the ques-
tion. The Acting Premier said he could
not give us anything. One demand we
made was that the Canning Jarrah Tram-
way should be taken over by the Govern.-
ment. Let the Premier laugh when I
have finished. The next request was for
a paitry £50 for a local work; and yet
the Acting Premier told us he had no
money. s that not a nice statement for
an Acting Premier to make? He may
have said that in order to stave off the
deputation and to evade the granting of
the concessions asked; but if he did it
with that purpose and object in view,
he is a disgmce to the community.
I do not think I have much more to say,
but T have said ecnough to let the hon.
gentlemen on the opposite side know
my views, and I do not think there is any
uncertain sound abont what I have said.
I came into this House untrammelled by
prejudice, and T came in as ready to vote
for the Ministry as the Opposition side ;
but I had made np my mind that I
would accept no party where there is no
principle, and on the opposite side T now
gee a party where there is absolutely no
principle.  [* O, oh,” from Governinent
supporters.] If hon. members like to
take a matter of principle in that way,
they seem to me to be men of no political
principle. My position is that T will not
support a Ministry which comes before
Parliament with no scheme of legislation,
and asks Parliament to support them
simply because they are a Forrest Minis-
try and for no other reason. They will
never find a supporter in me under those
conditions; but if they can show they
are WOL‘th} of support, and that t.heu‘
principles are worthy of support, then
they will get my support, and, I am sure,
the support of hon. members who sit on
this side of the House; but until they
do so, and show us a good scheme of

How much did you
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legislation, we will oppose them and will
turn them out—[** Oh, oh,” and laughter
from Govermment supporters] — unless
they mend their ways. Make no mistake
about it. When the Ministry amend
their ways, instead of turning them out,
we will be only too glad to support them.

Me. WOOD (West Perth) : After that
beautiful tirade you have just listened
to, a few remarks from me will, per-
haps, be not out of place. As to the
remarks of the hon. member (Mr. Ewing)
about this side of the House being deveid
of principle, I can only repeat that it was
not what he said, but it was the nasty
way he said it that caused us to resent it
in the way we did. T had no intention of
speaking on the Address-in-Reply, be-
cause I thought the time of this House
was of more importance to the country
than any words I conld add to the debate.
This short session has been convened for
voting supply and for dealing with the
Cominonwealth Bill. Supply can be settled
in five minutes—(laughter from some
Opposition members)—and the Common-
wealth Bill can be discussed when it
comes beforeus. Ishould like to add my
tribute of congratulation to you, Mr.
Speaker, on your re-election to that
honourable position. Your re-election
testifies to the unhounded confidence
placed in you by every section of this
House. . I also congratulate the House
on the result of the recent elections, and
I think the country should be well satis-

fied with the accession of new members, .

for the speeches from them in this debate
have fully borne out the reputation those
gentlemen had before they came into the
House. The remarks of my hon. friend,
the member for North Coolgardie (Mr.
Giregory) were also very much in accord
with my own opinions, when he snid
federation should come about by evolu-
tion rather than that we should have a
ready-made constitution. In the last
session of this House, when I had the
honour to second the Address-in-Reply,
I made a statement to the same effect.
T may say the hon. member’s speech was
splendid to listen to; but referring to
another new member, Mr. Vosper, who
brought up the guestion of prison dis-
cipline, and others who sympathised with
that member, their remarks seem to
gshow they would like to make our
prisons residential hotels, free from all
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restraint and relieved from any refor-
matory method or disciphne. If =o,
let us do away with prisons altogether,
and then we con engage, say, Mr. De
Baun's Palace Hotel, or the Shamrock
Hotel, and send our prisoners there for
treatment. That appears to be the idea
of the member for North-East Coolgardie
(Mr. Vosper) in dealing with prisoners.
I do not know why he brought up this
question of flogging. Tt was not in good
form to do so, and I believe the circum-
stances swrrounding that case fully war-
ranted the flogging which was inflicted.
The magistrate in charge of that prison
(Mr. Fairbairn), instead of giving 100
lashes as he might have done, ordered 36,
and I am glad to think we have an
Attorney General who has a back stiff
enough to resist sentimental pressure,
and who could not be persuaded by
maudlin sentiment to interfere with this
sentence. On the question of electoral
reform I am rather in sympathy with
those members who have spoken on if,
for I think the electoral arrangements
are totally inadequate for the present
interests of the country. T do not think
it is a difficult matter to get on the roll,
provided people take a little trouble, but
there are so many instances of men unen-
franchised in this colony that something
should be done to put the system on a
more satisfactory footing.  The Cool-
gardie water scheme has been touched
upon, but T do not intend to traverse
that question, for we settled it last session
by passing o unanimous vote, and I think
it will take something very convincing
indeed to make those hon. members who
voted for it last session change their
opinion now.

M=r. Simpson:
vote ?

Mer. WOOD: Well, there was no
division, and I think there was only one
“No” in this House when the question
was put. It will take something to make
hon. members go back on their previous
convietion in reference to that subject,
and I should comrmend to hon. members
the sensible and wise remarks of the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans), a
level-headed man, who knows what he is
talking about. These are the gentlemen
we should listen to on questions of this
sort, for we are so far removed from the
centres of these goldfields that a great

Was it a unanimous
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many of us cannot reulise the circum-
stances of those places. So I take it that,
in reference to this scheme and also to
the mining laws, we should defer in every
possible way to the opinions of the mem-
bers representing the different goldfields.
As far as that scheme is concerned, I wm
entirely in aceord with it at present, and
if those goldfields are to be made of ser-
vice to this counfry as centres of settle-
ment, we must make them habitable, so
that we can settle a large populution
there. Some members seemn to think our
goldfields belong to some other country,
and that this country should not have the
benefit of them, but I say we should
wmake water wbundant there at a renson-
able rate, and we should settle the people
there ; for, if we do not, the result will be
that the very persons who object now to
to this water scheme will be among the
first to leave us, and we shall have to
bear the burden ourselves of a large ex-
penditure which will have to become use-
less. Tbe member for the Murray (Mr.
George) spoke on the timber industry,
which is second to none in importance,
and I think it should be fostered in
every possible way. I hope that in a
month or two legislation will be intro-
duced, and proper regulations brought
forward, to support and encourage the
bona fide sawmiller, and to stop the mere
speculator. I agree with the hon. mem-
ber that labouwr conditions should be
made to apply to our timber leases; the
samne as were applied to lenses on our
goldfields. We have a wonderful asset,
estimated at £124,000,000 sterling, in our
timber forests. That will last us when
the goldfields are exhausted, and will
practically be inexhaustible. I trust the
result of our deliberations will be such as
to give us a really good Commonwealth
Bill, suiting the conditions of settlement
in this country, and suiting also the con-
ditions of Australia generally.

Mr. CONNOLLY (Dundas): As a
new member in this House I wish to
express my great satisfaction, in common
with other now members, with the cordial
and generous manner in which the older
legislators of Western Australia have met
the new members in this House, and
through them have extended the same
courtesy to those young and growing con-
stituencies which we represent. I would
also wish to join in the noble tribute of
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. praise to you, Mr. Speaker, on your being

elected once more to the Chair in this
House,and as a new member I can heartily
endorse the appreciation already expressed,
for I feel confident that I and other new
members will appreciate most fully the
kindly advice and guidance which you
from time to time may give us in assist-
ing us to carry on the duties which
devolve upen us as representatives. I
also wish to express the hearty congratu.
lations which every member in this
House and the people of Australia must
feel towards the Premier of this colony
on his return to his place in this House.
(Geperal applanse.) I believe that
through the length and breadth of this
colony, whatever political opinions may
be held, there are probably no persons
who do not hold the Premier of Western
Australia in the greatest possible vener-
ation as a statesman actuated by the best
motives, and I do not think the people
of Western Australia as a whole have
very much to complain about. Con-
cerning the Address-in-Reply, the Speech
of His Excellency gives us very small
scope for debate. Fowever important
federation may be in the minds of
some people in Western Aunstralia and
in other colonies, vet I think that in a
young and growing coleny such as this,
we are all well aware there are many im-
portant maiters affecting our internal
affuirs which can ill afford to give feders-
tion a preference. These matters of in-
ternal concern are more important to
Western Australia than possibly to any
other colony, because this iz a young
colony having most of its important work
still to carry out, whereas other celonies
bhave carried out most of their urgent
works, such as still lie before us here. [
agree that the idea of federation is very
little understoed among the people of
Western Australia, and, possibly, even
among members sitting in this House.
It is a great question, and there are a
great many, especially among the people,
who have not realised the great import-
ance of a federal union of the Australian
colonies. The spirit of federation is one
that T think might, even in this young
colony, be well applied to its internal
affairs, for there are many districts which
are, ag it were, pulling one against the
other, and it is not too much to say there
are some districts which are almost being
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kept back so that others may advance.

would say this is not the true spirit of
union and federation, which in a young
colony like this should be observed and
promoted for the general progress of the
colony. 1t is nothing more nor less than
assisting one portion of the colony at the
expense of another portion. I have the
honour to represent a district of very
great resources, and without wishing to
go into details T ask the House to con-
sider the general policy which is practised
towards that portion of the colony
(Dundas goldfields) which comprises an
important goldfield and a seaport capable
of great, development. The population in
that district has not hitherto heen assisted
in a manner which I think its resources
undoubtedly deserve, and it is not too
much to say that very few of the earliest
pioneers in that portion of Western Aus-
tralia, who first discovered and endea-
voured to develop its valuable resources,
are to be found now among the people
living in that district. Thegeneral progress
and advancement of that district are being
retarded for want of Government assist-
ance, and I can only say with reference
to federation that if this colony is ever
to take a worthy position among other
colonies in Australia, 1t will be to her
advantage to begin at home by pulling
unitedly together as a celony for its
general advancement, instead of one por-
tion pulling, as it were, against another.
Reference has been made in this debate
to the mining laws, and there is no doubt
those laws control a great staple industry
on which the colony depends now, and
will probably depend for many a year to
come. We have confronting us the
demands of many capitalists who have
invested money here, but those demands,
although they should he taken into con-
sideration, are in many cases somewhat
extreme Thele are ]ll".lull} pelSOBS ‘V]]O
have in an uncompromising way and with-
out alternative condeinned the so-called
jumper, but from my experience on the
goldfields—and it has been no small
one—I say with coufidence that jumping
has its uses as well as its abuses, and
jumping can be furned to such uses as
will assist the development of the gold-
fields and help to carry out the mining
laws in a moaunner which would cost
the Government a great deal to per-
form adequateiy, and then might not
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I} be performed fully. Tt has been sug-
gested that a deposit of £25 should be
made before any jumping case can be
dealt with, and T believe this is now made
a regulation; but, if so, the sconer it is
amended the better, for there are many
miners throughout the goldfields who
would willingly go and develop aban-
| doned shows, but are prohibited from
doing so because they have not got the
necessary £25 to deposit. It has been
j said that a man who caunot deposit
that sum is not capable of developing a
mining property, but there is many a good
property in Western Australia which has
been developed by men who had less
than £25 to start with. The same
thing apples possibly in other countries
as well as in this; therefore, on hehalf
of the permanent working population
of our goldfields, en which we de-
pend most largely for carrying on owr
staple industry, I would strongly wrge
that this deposit, if not abolished, should
be moderated. There is also a question
of erecting batteries, and this iz a matter
highly important to the working men on
owr goldfields, for there caun be little
doubt among those who read the Premier’s
speech at Bunbury, that it was part of
that speech that public batteries should
Le erected at various portions of the gold-
fields for assisting prospectors. At that
time it was not stated thal prospecting
batteries sheuld he erected, but it was to
he ¢ batteries ” in the usual sense of the
word. Since then it has been circulated
that the Governmeut bhad no intention of
erecting these batteries, but only small
hatteries which some persons have called
cotfee-grinders, and for all the good they
are from a practical standpoint, they are
rightly called so. I believe it is a ques-
tion with the Government whether these
public batteries can be maade to pay, and
if 1t could be proved to the Government
that such batteries would pay, and would
have the effect; of establishing and as-
sisting the mining industry and popu-
lation on the goldficlds, 1 helieve the
Government would carry out the promise :
furthermore, T sincerely hope they will.
Young members representing goldfields
do not like to hear, in relation to a pro-
mise made by the Premier of the colony,
that the first opportunity is taken to
either modify that promise or withdraw
i it. In conjunction with public hatteries,
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I think that a bonus on batteries should °
be granted to golclﬁelds, 50 a5 to encour-
age the crection of both public and
priva.te batteries. Such a bonus has been
already offered for encouraging deep
sinking on the Northern goldfields, and
why 1t is granted only to the Northern
fields and not to the Southern fields is a
question that may well be asked. Why
should the prospectors on the Northern
fields, who have generally better advan-
tages as to water, have a bonus granted,
and yet the prospectors on the Southern
fields are to be left without it? The
bonus to be offered for the erection of
batteries should be similar to that
which has beon offered for deep sinking,
and if such honus were granted on
the various goldfields for cucouraging
the owners of loth public and private
batteries, it would be an assistance aund
em,oumgment for men to erect more
machinery in many places. Considering
that these are reefing fields, machinery is
what we require for development, and
thus enable this colony to rise to the posi-
tion of a great gold-producing colony,
which it is in her power to do. It would
be an easy matter to erect public batteries
through the Government, and on such
security as would protect the Government
against loss, while enabling miners and
prospectors to erush the gold out of their
own stone. Crushing gold out of their
own stone means a big thing to Western
Australia. It would mean that the
workers are getting the gold for them-
selves ; that the gold is being retained in
the colony, and that this gold will enable
the prospectors to get their families over
from other colonies and make their homes
here. Thatgoldis being got by public com-
panies, and 1s leaving our colony in the form
of dividends to be paid to people in other
countries. We appreciate capital and
ackunowledge that capital invested in this
colony is most necessary; but in cases
whereby, with a little assistance, we
can retain our own wealth for the
benefit of our own people, 1 would
warmly support any means to that end
for the benefit of both mining and agn-
culture.  What is good for mining
people is good for agricultural people.
To imagine that any division can occur
hetween these two great sections of indus-
try and that Western Australia can go
ahead, as it certainly should and could, s
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a great error. Mining and agriculture
" have gone hand in hand in the con-
struction and building up of all the
other colonies where those industries
have been carried on. It has been
found that the united efforts of these
industries, one assisting the other,
has heen the great safeguard for that
prosperity and growth which has en-
alled the other colonies to reach the
state in which we see them to-day. I see
no reason why Western Australia should
not go in the same footsteps. We have
an agricultural industry which is capable
of very high development— a development
which is needed to supply, not only the
present population of West Australia, but
a population infinitely larger. By the
encouragement of both these industries,
‘West Australia can be made a colony able
to hold its own against any other colony
in Australia. To that end, unity is neces-
sary, and this is a great point on which
young communities very often fail. ~ What
wo need is & union or federation within
ourselves, in order to bring this colony to
that position which it can and should
attain. I would also like to mention a
small matter with reference to the electoral
laws. At present the electoral restrictions
are specially felt on the goldfields. Most
of the men living on the fields, prospectors,
miners, and so forth, are obliged, owing to
their occupations, to pass from one district
to another. They cannot afford to remain
in one district for the period necessary to
give them a vote, and consequently there-
are mmen who have been on the West Aus-
tralian goldfields for five or six years, and
who have given their time, money, and
labour to the development of the gold
resources, and yvet they are disfranchised.
Men engaged in the agricultural industry,
owing to the stability of their occupation,
can remain long enouvgh in one district to
entitle them to vote, and, as will readily
be seen, these men have a decided advan-
tage over miners and prospectors in the
matter of a vote, although the latter are
as well capable of exercising the fran-
chise in a reascnable and intelligent
manner. It would be a distinet advan-
tage if the electoral law were revised and
made more just to the people as a whole.
Before concluding I would like to refer
to the flogging case in Fremantle
gaol. It has been said that the men
punished deserved the flogging —that one
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had been guilty in former years of the
crime of gurrotting. But clesely following
on that statement comes another, that
this man had heen sentenced to fifteen
vears' imprisonment for garrotting. Now,
fifteen years is u big penalty, and X should
like to ask how often should a man be
punished for garrotting? It gurrotting
was considered to be a crime for which
floggring could be given, surely it would
have been better to give the man a flog-
ging ab once, instead of waiting until he
ran away from prison. In my opinion,
and in the opimon of many, not only in
this House but thronghout the country,
the penalty inflicted in that case was alto-
gether out of proportion to the offence.
If prisons ure made to keep prisoners in,
they should he so constructed that priso-
ners cannot get out. T am told that this
prisoner had yun away two or three times
previously, It that be so, it puints to a
very imperfect prison system in Wost
Australin,  Surely it would be hetter
either to pull down the walls of the prison
altogether and tell the prisoners they
would be flogged if they ran away, or to
build the walls in such o way us to
prevent prisoners getting out. [The
Premier: It is a good big wall.]  Then
the walls should be much bigger, so
that the prisoners cannot get out.  As to
federation, I am strongly i favour of the
movement; but I consider that the pre-
sent moment is possibly a litfle prema-
ture for West Australia to enter into
such bonds. She has not yet sufficiently
developed her internal resources and
affairs to enable her to enter into feder-
ation on an equal footing with the sister
colonies ; and although federation would
conduce to the strength, prestige, and
general progress and stability of Aus-
tralian as a continent, West Australa
vught to wuit w little longer. There
is no necessity for West Australia
to stand in the way of federation if the
other colonies desire to federate. DMost
of our great federations in the world
have not been the result of & spontancous
step tuken by all the States ut the same
time. In most cases o few States huve
federated first, and other States have
coma in later when the tiime suited them
and it wowld be for the benefit of West
Australin if she took the latter step. For
West Australia to enter into federation
at the present moment would be much
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the same us sending a small boy of nine
years of age, who had u lot to learn, to
school with a young man of twenty-one.
West Australia has not only a lot to
learn, but she has o lot of work to do.
All things considered, West Australia, us
she stands at the present moment, is
better able to carry on internal works for
the benefit and progress of the colony
than she would he under federation.

Mz F. WILSON (the Canning):
You, sir, have been inundated with con-
gratulations on your re-glection to the
houourable position you occupy, and it is,
therefore, unnecessary for me to do more
than say you also have from me, as a new
member, my heartiest congratulations.
I would merely add that I believe you
will receive from the new members of the
House that loyal support in the chair
which you have received from older
members in past sessions. I do not wish
to go into u long speech jn conmection
with the motion before the House ; but I
should like briefly to glance at the clauses
of His Excellency’s address, and make
# few comments. In the first place, the
Speech is generally characterised by its
brevity. The paucity of infermation may
be its chief recommmendation to henour-
able members on the opposite side of the
House ; but I inust say that, us far us I
am concerned, the address gives very
little ground work on which te enable
4 new member to make his maiden
speech. Reading between the lines,
ag I think T can de, it seems to me
that the Government imnply by this speech
that they have done very well without
Purlinment for the past ten months, and
that if we grant them supplies for a
further period, they are guite prepared to
go on without Parliament as long as we
permit them to do so. We have the as-
surance of the Premier that we are all
right—that the finunces of the country are
in order, and that we need have no fear.
Still, I think that it is not cur duty to our
constituents, and to the country, to accept
assurances only. I shiowdd bke to find
out s to what the country’s engagements
are in the inunedinte future, hefore I can
come to a definite conclusion as to our
financial position. It appears to me that
we are asked not to discuss the two mat-
ters mainly mentioned in the speech in
order to allow the delegates, who ave
neither representative of the people nor
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of the Parliament asat present constituted,
to attend the Federal Convention in New
South Wales. For such u purpose we
should not run the slightest risk of letting
our own House get into disorder; and if
Parliament is to be closed down for an-
other couple of months we certainly runa
serious risk. Federation is not of such
paramount importance as to justify our
running any such risk. I know of ne
greater conception than federation. I can
think of nothing emanating from the
brain of man more caloulated to fire the
blood of & British-born subject. To unite
a number of Stafes into one grand nation
is a work which all would heartily sup-
port. If is o question much too great
in importance to be rushed, and I, for
one, require some time to fully con-
sider the Commonwealth Bill, before I amn
prepared to comunit myself on its clauses.
Federation is a subject on which we ought
toeducateourselves, and notonly ourselves,
but, if possible, the people whom we
represent; and the best way of educating
the people of this colony on the question
would be to let them elect delegates who
have to represent them. Swrely it is
unreasonable, from the standpoint of a
new member at any rate, to expect the
House to consider this momentous ques-
tion—to go through the numerous clauses
of the Bill, and debate, pass, and amend
it if you will, within a few days. In
the other colonies the Parliaments have
been called together, and have been con-
sidering the Commonwealth Bill for six
or seven weeks, and are not yet done with
the measure. T do not think it is right
or fair that we should be called on to
consider and pass this Bill in such a
hwry. I now wish to refer to the
financial clauses in the Speech. As I
saidl before, we have nothing before
us on which to enable us to come to
& correct conclusion. It 15 a strange
thing—and I have asked many mem-
bers of the House for information—it
is a strange thing that ne information
is forthcoming from the Government.
People outside and the press seem to
know more of the financial position of
the colony than the members of this
House. It is irue that the Promier, in
the form of a newspaper interview, has
offered us some pround-work to go on;
and we know from the Speech that the

Government is not indebted to any finan- | ing off in trade.
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cial 1nstitution within the colony. We
also know from the Premier's statement
that we are not indebted to any financial
institution outside the colony.

Mr. Conror: Is the hon. member for
the Canning in order in reading his
speech ?

MEesmBERS : New member.

Mgr. WILSON: The hon. member for
East Kimberley is quite at liberty to look
at my notes if he wishes atter T am done.
I was saying I was gratified to hear
we were not indebted to any financial
institution either within or without the
colouy; hut in considering the financial
standing of any private commercinl insti-
tution we always take, with a great
amount of care, the statements of a person
who flourishes his hank halance in our
fuces. We are apt to think if a man
hoasts of the wmennt to his credit, that
there are many liabilities behind, which
will have to be provided for, and it may
be that although we have £90,000 odd to
owr credit at the present time, our liabi-
lities are many hundreds of thousands of
pounds. I should like to find out if I
cun how we wre financially situated, say
for the next six months, and then I
would be prepared, with the figures before
1ue, to discuss the question in detail.

Tur Premier: You will never get that
until the 'Mreasurer makes his Financial
Statement.

Me. WILSON : The fact that appeals
most forcibly to me af the present time
is that the Premier says we will not, for
some time, be borrowing in London. I
should like to know where the Premuer
does intend to borrow. My experience is
that if vou cannot horrow in London, you
can borrow nowhere else.

Tue PrEMieEr: I do not thinlt T said
that.

Mr. WILSON: It
morning papers.

Twe Premier: Well, I did not say it.

Me. WILSON: Iam very pleased to
hear that also.

Tre PrEMmier: You are In error: what
I said was that we were not likely to raise
an iuscribed stock loan in Tondon for
gsome time. These were the words 1 used.

Mr. WILSON: Hon. members will
agrec with me when I say that we have
in Perth, and throughout the colony at
the present time, a comparative slacken-
Money is tight, wml

appears in the
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while there s a slackening off in the °

building trade, people cannot get houses
at a reasonable rental.
slackening in the building trade cannot
be over production. Then what is the
cause? It may be there is u loss of con-
fidence in the volony just for the time
being ; and the question arises, what is
the cause of this loss of confidence? To
my mind the cause is the huge borrowing
policy adopted by the Government last
session.  There is no doubt in my mind
that the financial institutions at Home
have for the tilne being —I should hardly
like to say permanently—lost confidence
in the administration of the affairs of this
colony. My honest opinion is that the
cause of the loss of confidence is due to the
incubus of the Coolgardie water scheme.
That scheme has done more fo destroy
our credit at Home than anything else the
Government could conceive. It seems to
me wrong entirely that a small population
such as we have here, should be over-
burdened with taxation for the sake of
carrving water to two or three centres,
three or four hundred miles from the
city. [A Memsex: They will pay forit.]
That is very doubtful ndeed. I do not
want, to go into detatls, but from a prac-
tical point of view I mainfain it is utterly
impossible to obtain, by one central
scheme, the result desired. To talk of
supplying a wide extent of counfry equal
to Great Britain in avea by one central
pumping schemeis absurd. (A Meaner:
What scheme do you propose?] I am
quite willing to tell the House what I
would propose. If you are going to
supply the goldfields with adequate water
for domestic and battery purposes, you
must have twenty or thirty schemes. Each
district must have iis own scheme. To
pass on, I should like to express my disap-
pointment, that the Speech does not allude
to matters which I consider of very great
importance to the country. First and
foremost, some reference should he made
to the abolition or reduction of the food

duties. Tiving is too high in this
colony, and the duties could he re-

duced very extensively, and in many
cases abolished, without injuring the
producer or the agriculturist. Accord-
ing to the Premier in his speech at
Bunbury, this was one of the burning
questions of the day; and surely it ought
to bave found some place in the Gover-

The cause of the -
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nor’s Speech. I plead guilty to being a
novice in these matters, and perhaps I
am mistaken ; nevertheless T should have
liked to see some indication as to whether
the present tariff is to be amended or re-
duced. The food duties affect us all ; and
whether we are miners, timber cutters,
agricnliurists, or fruit growers, a ve-
duction in the tariff would of necessity
help us. Such a reform would attract
population and increase comsumption
enormously.  There is another matter
which I regret is nof referred to in the
Speech; that is the question of Civil
Service reforni, which ought to receive
immediate attention.  After having
walked through the different departments
here, it appears to me that the sooner we
have some hoard to make the necessary
appointments to the Civil Service, after
due examination, the better it will be for
the Government and all concerned.
Another question which I hope will be
taken into cousideration is that of free
education —absolutely free education. I
know it is stated that education in this
country is practically free at the prescnt
time, but I dispute that. A wnan certainly
may obtain free education for his chil-
dren if he likes to declare himself a
pauper; hut is any British subject going
to submit hunself to that indignity? I
understand, furthermore, that the fees
are so meagre, and realise such a small
amounnt, that they are hardly worth col-
lecting. Iu fact, I believe the fees scarcely
pay tor the clerical labour of keeping the
accounts. [A Memser: The fees realise
£1,500 a year.] Let us sweep the fees
away, and have absolute free education.
I should also like to hear something about
the proposed amendment of the law relat-
ing to the restriction of the immigration
of Asiatics.

Tve PrEmMIER: You do not seem to
understand the object of this special
meeting of Parliament.

Mr. WILSON: As far as T know, as a
new member, His Excellency’s Speech is
all we have Lefore us to work on; and so
long as I am in order, I presume I may
go on with my remarks. No doubt the
question of the restriction of the immi-
gration of Asiabics 1s a very formidable
oue; bub it is a question which the longer
it is put off the worse it will be to handle,
If the Government is wise in its genera-
tion, it will take the matter’ into hand
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forthwith, and introduce a measure which
we can cousider and possibly come to a
conclusion on.
some expression in the Speech with re-
gurd to the drainage question. We have
had & scheme for the drainage of Perth
delayed and dangled before us &0 long
that the citizens have become tired of the
matter, and have lost all hope of ever
seeing it carried out. I would like to
hear the Government give some assurance
that the scheme will be pushed on, and
put in hand forthwith. Surely the capital
city of this great colony deserves better
treatment. A sewerage systemn is albso-
lutely necessary for the welfare of the
people, and 1t ovnght uot to have
been delayed and kept back as it has
been.

Tae PrEMIER: As the scheme in Mel-
bourne was for some time.

Mr. WILSON: I do not intend to
discuss matters in detail. I have simply
outlined what strike me as being the
most urgent questions to be dealt with,
and have expressed my disappointment
that nothing has been said in the Speech
which would lead us to suppose those
questions will be considered at an early
date. Imay at some future date have an
opporfunity of threshing out all these
questions, when I hope I ghall not be back-
ward in expressing my opinion.  In con-
clusion I should like to say that, although
comparatively a vew-comer, my interests
and the interests of most of those who
come from other colonies are now wrapped
up in this coleny, the home of ouwr adop-
tien. We are equally anxious with the
older members of the House, and with
gentlemen who were born here, for the
well-being of Western Australia. I claim
for members who sit on this side of the
House credit for the szine honest motives
which are claimed by hon. members who
sit opposite.  We imntend, as far as our
ability goes, to support all measures
which will conduce to the welfare of the
country in which we live.

Mr. W. JAMES (East Perth): Tf T fail
to join my voice in the chorus of compli-
ment o you, dr. Speaker, on your elec-
tion to that honourable and distinguished
office, it is becaunse I think this House
should congratulate itself on the fact of
vour being the occupant of that dis-
tinguished office. 1 recognise there are
¢ases in which the office reflects honour on
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the occupant, but there are other cases in
which the cccupant reflects honour on the
office, as it is in the case of one who has
for so many vears filled the high office
of Speaker in this House with so much

, satisfaction to members and with such

complete justive and integrity. I also
add my congratulations to the two
new members who have spoken on the
Address-in-Reply, as mover and seconder,
and all of us must feel how much this
House is strengthened by their accession
to our ranks. I am glad to see also
that in some of these new members
we have straight and robust advocates
of democratic principles. I also want
to congrutulate the Government—this
I know will not elicit a “hear, hear”
from the member for Geraldton (Mr.
Simpson)--upon the position they have
taken up in conuection with the federu-
tion question, and I want to congratulate
them on being honest to the people of
Austrulia in being true to the pledges
they made when they introdnced the
Federation Enabling Act. I want them
to be true to this greut cause of federa-
tion, for I should be sorry to think any
man, who has his interests in this great
continent, and especially any native horn
Australian, could he indifferent to the
importance and advantages of a federal
unicn in these colonies. T muay, per-
haps, in this matter be wn enthusiast, bt
1 am not ashamed of that, and indeed I
am foolish enough to say T am proud of
it, because I know of no subject that is
more worthy of enthusiasm than this
question of federation. 1t does seem to
me that those members who are respon-
sible for the somewhat obstructive tactics
that have been curried out —-

Mr. Srupson: T rise to a point of
order. The hon. member says obstructive
tactics have been caaried out. I want to
know in what way, and t¢ whowm he
refers, when he savs obstructive tactics
have been carried out.

A Meuser : To you, of course.

Tue Sepakek: I do not think the
hon. member is out of order.

Me. JAMES : Obstructive tactics have
Leen carried out by members who want
to gag free discussion in this House—
men who wat to set up their peculiar
opintons as being the opinions of the
pecple of this colony. 'These are the

~ men who come into this House and want
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to stifle discussion on this important
matter.

AN Hon. MEMBER:
a delegate ?

Mz. JAMES: I was elected fo this
House by the people afier I had been
appointed a delegate to the federal Con-
vention, and I was elected by a con-
stituency in  which the hen. mem-
ber’s constituency (Geraldton) would
be absolutely lost. If le talks about
this as o squabting constituency, how
can I talk then about that miserable little
constituency which he represents. I con-
gratulate the Government on the position
they have taken up, and I congratulate
the new chiefs of this Opposition on the
tactics-—if these be the tactics—they have
taken up. I wantto point out that in
no part of Australia has this great ques-
tion of federation bLeen made a party
question, except by the newly formed Op-
position in this House.

Mr. Leage: This is not a party ques-
tion.

Mg. Smmprson: Hear, hear.

Mr. JAMES: If certain members of
the newly formed Opposition tell me the
tactics they have taken up are not for the
purpose of embarrassing the Government
in this matter, T find it difficult to believe
that 15 so. I do not see why we should
not deal with this question in the same
spirit in which it has been approached in
the sister colonies. There has been no
attenpt made there to burke discussion,
or introduce irrelevant matter. We know
full well, and the hon. member for Gerald-
ton knows, that this is simply a session
called fora special purpose,and fornoother
matters than those mentioned in the Gover-
nor’s Speech, and he knows that every mai-
ter which is usually dealt with in the ad-
dress from the throne at the opening of a
session will be dealt with in opening the
ordinary session that is to follow this
one. We see that those matters have
been kept out purposely from the opening
speech 1n this session, in order that its
special work may not he impeded; and
yeb we now see an amendhnent introduced
expressing in the plainest way, and show-
ing the mover's intentions for the express
purpose of preventing this House from
proroguing, and thus prevent delegates
from going to the Convention at Sydney.
Whatever may be our opinions on this
question of federation—and I regret to

Who elected you
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say there are narrow-minded men here
on this guestion, as elsewhere, who do
not want federation—1 should like to ask
hon. members what position we shall
occupy if, after having been represented
at the first meeting of the Convention in
Adelaide, we are not to be represented
also at the adjourned meeting in Sydney.
It would be not only an act of rudeness
and discowrtesy, but a direct rebuff to
this great couse of federation ; und so far
as it tends to make people lLelieve we
are opposed to federation and want to
throw obstucles in its way, I will pro-
test against these tactics emphatically.
I believe no greater question can come
before ws for consideration. I have a
great respect for civil service reform and
am impressed with the need of it,and I
do not express this opinion now for the
first time; but federation isa question so
infinitely more important than civil service
reform that it overshadows all other ques-
tiens, und should certainly overshadow
them in the heart and mind of every man
who professes to be a native of Australia
and u real Australian, I have heard it
said we do not want this matter rushed,
but am I to understand that there is any
one member in this House who comes
here and wants us to insiruct him upen a
question which has been before the people
of Australia in o strong and earnest way
for the last six or seven years? Are we
to suppose members come into this
House with their minds absolutely blavk
on this great question? Are we to
instruct them on those details of federa-
tion on which they should have some
information before they come into Parlia-
ment as representatives of the people ¥
This matter has been hefore us all
individually for years past, and if so,
surely there is ample time left for us
in six or seven days to dispose of the
important principles involved in this Bill.
I hope this House will be more business-
like than other Parliaments of Australia
have been in dealing with this question.
No memnber can fail to have been struck
with the amount of detail that has been
gone mto by some members in other
Parliaments. I say we do not want to
go into various details, that we can trust
the leaders of the Convention, say Mr.
Barton and other able men, to take care
that no injustice shall be done in the
details. T yield to no maa in my admira-
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tion of and attachment to this great '
canse, and I say we have ample time

to deal with thus question in the fullest
way during the days we have veb .
at owr disposal, that is provided mem-
bers come here with o certain amount
of knowledge, which they should possess.
or they have no right to be here .
as representatives. I do not hide from
myself that, although enthusiastic in
this cause, one's enthusiasm is somewhat
damped when you hear some of the
speeches which have Deen delivered in
this House, and also read some of the
speeches delivered in other Parliaments
Ly members who, while professing to be
imbued with the Lrue federal spirit, have
vet done all they could to damp it. It
seems to we they huve been actuatéd by a

narrow parochialism, more characteristic
of the electors of the Greenough district
than by the spirit actuating the electors
of any other constituency in this colony.
If we are to approach a great question
like this with suspicion and distrust, and
ask whether those who are holding out
the olive branch are going to pick our
pockets, then I say let us have done with
federation, because no federation can exist
in which there is mistrust and suspicion.
I sav that even if federation is possible
only under circumstances such as that, it
would really retard federation in the most
determined manner if we had a federation
conceived in such mistrust, saturated by
such suspicion, and actuated by those
sordid motives and mean aspirations
which do intrude themselves frequently
in these discussions. Any constitution
which has on its face that brand of
infamy cannot exist, even for five years.
For myself I am prepared to Lelieve that
the inhabitants and the public men of the
Eustern colonies are just us honest and
honourable as the member who represents
the Greenough, and I really think their
moral ethics are not inferior to those of
the hon. member.  If such men make me
a proposal, which I am competent to
judge of, T am not inclined to question
the motives of men who, in connection with
this great movement, have always shown
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themse.ves to be honestand open. How-
ever disappointing itis to read the debates |
that have taken place, more purti- |
cularly in the colony of New South
Wales. which might he cxpected to ’
extend to us the greatest sympathy |
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and consideration, and which pos-
sesses some public men who are really
something greater than mere parochial
politicians, I say I regret that although
in that colony we see that its Parliament
has been dealing with this matter in the
most narrow and parochial spirit, yet we
have, in the delegates elected by New
South Wales, men who are worthy of that
great colony, and are worthy examples of
its best public men. Those of us who
were delegates at the late Convention
cannot fail to have been struck by their
broad-minded generosity and their invari-
able tolerance towards principles with
which they disagreed ; and Itake this
opportunity of expressing my obligation to
those delegates for what w as taught to us
in their broad-mindedness and theiv lofiy
contempt of mere local parochialism. 1
would especially refer to Mr. Edmund
Barton, the appoiuted leader of the Con-
vention, as a man whom T, as an Aus-
tralian, ain proud to own as a fellow
Australian. As to the delegates of Vie-
toria, notwithstanding that they were said
to represent the views of one newspaper,
they were an honour to that colony, and
their contributions to the debafe and
to the Bill were of infinite import-
ance to this movement. If T lave
less praise for the delegates of South
Australia, it i1s because I think they are
like ourselves, just a little pfuochm] and
they want that discredited system of con-
federacy which has been advocated i this
debate by the member for North-Bast
Coolgnrdie (Mr. Vosper). The South
Australian delegates recognized that we
must have some central Government, bhut
they wanied to make it & mere creature
dependent on the good will of the States,
instead of being self-contained and suffi-
cient in itself. [ want to admit that the
influence that Western Australia exer-
cised, even if she had had time for her
delegates to take part in all the debates,
was cousiden ably weakened by the fuct
that our delegates went to the Convention
as men elected, not by the people, hut by
the Parliament of this colony. Person-
2lly I should have preferred to have been
sent to the people for election, und it has

been my good fortune hitherto never
to lhave needed to regret my confi-

dence in the public to whom I have
had to appeal. What can have in-
duced the hon. member for North-East
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Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) to suggest
that this colony’s delegates ought to stop
lrere until they have had their erudeideas
somewhat improved by the teachings of
other members in this House? Will this
House pardon me if I doubt whether the
ideas of our delegates would be very
much less crude after this education pro-
cess than before it, and T say that after
having Listened to the ideas which have
fallen from somne hon. members in this
House who have tried to instruct us.
Men like My, Edmund Barton, who have
made this question a life-long study, have
been ready to adimnit, that their ideas have
been modified by the debates in the Con-
vention of 1897, and that they have been
induced to change the point of view from
whicl they had approached the subject.

Mr. Grorge: Have they not some-
thing to learn ?

Mw. JAMES: I hope the member for
the Murray will realise that Western Aus-
tralia will bave to learn much before its
delegates could go the Couvention to lead
and not to learn. 1 am content to go
with other delegates as students, and I
think if they do that they will do more
good for the colony, and more good for
this great cause, than by rushing in and
dogmatising in a debate on this great
question. Not only was the Convention
of 1897 an instruction to all of us who
were there, and not only did we gain
instruction from the debates which took
place in the Convention of 1891, but the
most cheering feature of the Convention
of 1897 was the fact that all the members
seemed to forget for the moment that
they were delegates sent from various
colonies, aud to realise that they repre-
sented Australia; for, however trivial
were the points under discussion, we
invariably found that each speaker real-
ised that he was above all things an Ans-
tralian first and a representative of his
colony iu a lesser degree.  When you find
a body of men such as were there, coming
from New South Wales and South Aus-
tralia and Victoria, men who may not
have had that wisdom which years have
given to the hon. member for the Green-
ough (Mr. Pennefather), we are yet guilty
of the crime of which T hope I shall
always be guilty, even though I earn the
contempt of the hon. member, guilty of
enthusiasm in the direction of a great
and honourable cause, when we find a
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movement such as this that has drawn
together such an array of men, which can
fascinate men of all ages and all opinions
and all bumours, which can stir their
enthusiagm and make them forget those
narrow limitations of locality which rest
on the member for the Greenough, then
gurely that movement carties on its face
the one fact that is a standing evidence
of itz greatness and its worthiness. Such
a hody of men cannot be stirred to enthu-
siamin with childish objects, but above all
things these men realise, as every true
Aunstralian will realise, that it is only by
federation that those of us who regard
this country as our home can attain
that destiny to which it is entitled. A
movement which attracts, and has at-
tracted, such men as Sir Samuel Griffith
(Queensland), Sir Heury Parkes (New
South Wales), Sir Thomas Playford
(South Australia), and others who were
the leaders of the Convention of 1891,
men who were not liable to be stirred
with enthusiasm by ordinary objects—
ves, and as one hon. member suggests, I
will also mention Alfred Deakin of Vie-
toria, a man whose enthusiasm in this
noble cause I should be proud to imitate,
even in a small degree—1 say a movement
which has drawn to it en of such various
dispositions, men who were not children,
though not so old as the hen. member
(Mr. Pennefather) swrely a movement
which is able, amid the -conflicting
interests which arise in the various col-
omies, to attract and hold men hike these,
must be a wovement which we may he
sure is not conceived in that contemptible
distrust and suspicion which some hon.
members in this House want us to sur-
round it with. I do hope hon. members will
avoid that aspect of the question, and will
not have those unworthy suspicions and
those contemptiblesuggestions of improper
motives. T hope they will believe that the
sister colonies ave as honestas we are, and
nota bit worse than weare, and perhaps in
some respects considerably Dbetter; and
although I say that there is not one
member of this House to whom I yield
in my admiration and respeet for federa-
tion, yet if we approach this question on
the assumption that the delegates from
the cother colonies are playing the con-
fidence trick with us, we had better not
take any part in this movement for the
federation of Australia. We have to
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remember that we are endeavouring to
build up the foundation of a nation, and
we shall prove ourselves unworthy nf the
occasion if, instead of becoming nation-
builders, we are becoming pawnbrokers.
We are apt to become so, and I was sorry
indeed to hear snggestions made in that
divection. It is a mistake to imagine
that these federal Conventions are simply
for academical discussion. I have to
protest most strongly against the iden
that this question is only in the air and
never coming nearver. If you look at the
enormous strides made by the movement
since the first Convention of 1891, you
must sec that this guestion is a living
one, and not a dead question to be dis-
cussed 1n an academic manner. You
must see that it has seized hold of the
people, and you may be sure it is too
great a question to be killed by the
npathy even of thiz House. We have to
bear in mind that it is impossible to
approach the consideration of this ques-
tion unless we realise above all things
that federation of the colonies iz going to
make us Australians, I do not want to
beat about on this point, for T know there
are now men who are strongly attached
to Australia, although not native-born
Australians; but I say that this question
canuot appeal to those who are not native-
born Australians the same as it appeals
to us, natives of Australin. For Aus-
tralia 1s our home, and supplies to us
those associations which only home can
have; and because we want to have under
the Southern Cross a central Govern-
ment—something that we can all respect,
something that will stand above these
local differences and divisions, and in
which we can realise the symbol of our
unity and our greatness, therefore we
should do all we can to promote this
cause. We should constantly hear in
mind that if we look at this question, not
from the point of view of an Australian,
but from the point of view of those narrow
parochial ideas, we shall never attain
federation. Hon. members rmust bear in
mind that when we have federation we
shall cease to be West Australians, or
South Australians, or Victorians, but we
shall realise there is something better
worth living for; and if federation does
not uplift and widen our views and
sympathies, it will entirely fail in its
object.
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Mr. IevizeworTH: We shall still

govern ourselves.
Mrn. JAMES:

I pever hear of such

. an idea as that we shall have done with

systems of local government, Lut I feel

Mr. PENNEFATHER:
of City Council.

Me. JAMES: Are the State Parlia-
ments in America merely City Councils ?
I suppose the hon. member is aware that
in America they have their various States,
and in that country cach State has its
local govermment, and in that ceuntry,
even since the States were federated, they
have had dozens of new States added to
the federation, and that many important
problems lave had to he faced, and the
people there faced then just as bravely
and successfully as we face problems here.

Mr. Vosrzr: By defying their Con-
stitution.

Mr. BEwivg: I thought the hon. mem-
ber was not going to discuss this question.

Mz. JAMES: The hon. member very
often makes mistakes.  As I understand
it, the hon. member's objection to the
American Constitution is that it is &
written or human constitution. T suppose
the hon. member knows that, with the
exception of the British Constitution.
every constitution in the world is written,
I suppose he also knows that the Ameri-
can Constitution has been approved and
held up by eminent authorities as an
object of respect to all English-speaking
people, and has actually been copied by
the Swizs and Germanic federations. Tt
is o little bit startling now, in 1897, to
hear the inherent value of that constitu-
tion questioned by the member for North-
East Coolgardie. I got up to speak just
now simply because I could not sit down
patiently, and hear a question like this
treated by men who seem to approach it
from the narrowest of all possible views,
and who seem to forget that if the dis-
cussion of this great question does not
widen owr views, then we do not want
the discussion at all. I protest emphati-
cally against this narrow way of approach-
ing the question, and also against the idea
that we are to have a confederation. A
confederation is the most exploded of
all systems of government that the world
has ever seen. That was the system they
had in America; and turn to Bryce to
see the result. They had a confederacy

It will be a sort



96 Addvess-in-Reply :
in Switzerland, and the people could not
exist under it; and the same thing hap-
pened in America and in Germany.

Mz. Vosper: Yes; but they had a
confederacy in America before they had
a federation.

Me. JAMES: Then I suppose, ac-
cording to the argument of the hon.
member for North-East Coolgardie, the
ouly way to get federation for Australia
would be first of all to have a war with
England, as America did. T never knew
a confederation that existed except for the
purpose of defence against external op-
pression.  Such was the confederation of
America, of Germany, and of Switzer-
land. Then the hon. member for North-
EBast Coolgardie, after telling us of the
crude opinions of the delegates at the
Adelaide Convention, gave us his ideas;
and he wants us to adopt the exploded
system of confederation, which has never
yet been used in the way he sngmests.
To show the utter stupidity of all the -
hon. member says, he would have & con-
federation with a referendum. The two
things cannot possibly exist together.
Confederation is a partnership of States
as States; and the referendum is govern-
ment by the people as the people. If the
hon. member’s ideas were carried into
effect, the result would be that New
South Wales and Victoria might say :
“We will have the railways now—the
confederation will deal with the rail-
ways.” And under the hon. member’s
scheme that proposal would have to be
submitted to the people under the refer-
endum. What then becomes of local
government and State government? We
should have unification then; and why
does the hon. member not say so? If
there are two things more totally opposed
to each other than unification and con-
federation, I do not know them. All
this shows the inconsistent bundle of
contradictions which the hon. member
suggests to us. As I have said, con-
federation is an expleded systemn; and,
in any case, a referendun would entirely
destroy confederation. But these are the
two brilliant sugpgestions which the hon.
member offers us.  Then there is the
further snggestion of the hon. member
for the Murchison, whe says that we do
not want any federation—that under Re-
sponsible Government we have got on very |
well.  But were not the arguments used |
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against the establishment of Respons-
ible Government exactly the same as
arc now heing used agnnst federation?
When are we going to progress? There
are some questions —and most important
questions—which can be dealt with more
efficiently by a central government than
by local govermment. We must all
admit that. The question now is: What
are those measures which could be more
efticiently dealt with by a central govern-
ment ?  This, however, is not a guestion
of principle, but one of the details of the
Bill, us to the powers to be conferred on
the centrul authority, The nature of the
federal authority will be determined by
the Bill. But I should be sorry in-
deed to think that in this House we were
going to depart from the principle of the
American Constitution, of the Swiss Con-
stitution, and of the Germanic Constitution,
and to take up visionary ideas from the
hon. member for North-East Coclgardie.
I do not intend to discuss this matter of
federation at the preseat stage. It can
be thoroughly discussed when the Bill
comes before the House; and T vegard
the present as only a little friendly debate.

" Federation is the one cardinal question

before us at the present time. We can
deal with general questions when we
meet after the Sydney Convention. If
this colony had not been represented at
the Adelaide Couvention, the position
might perhaps have been cutirely altered ;
but, having been represented at that Con-
vention, how would it look if we did not
take part in the Convention at Sydney ?
We are going to frane a Constitution;
and members must not think, because we
are not going to have federation at present,
that the Constitution will not have its
weight. Of the Constitution framed in
1891, about nine-tenths appear in the Bill
of 1897; and you can be sure that a
great number of the provisions which
appear in the Bills of 1891 and 1897 will
re-appear in future Bills. Tt is impor-

- tant that we should make our voice felt,

although it may be a quiet, still voice.
We may not have the eloquence which
Providence has given to others; and we
shall do very well if we devote owr time

© to studying the guestion, and not to

coming forward with visionary ideas. We
can do our hest in w hwmble way to
gather ideas from men like Freeman,
Dicey, and Bryce ; and, if we look to those
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authorities with due respect, we shall
find them far safer guides than any
individual member of this House. I hope
members will discuss this question n an
earnest spirit, and that Western Aus-
tralia will be represented at the Sydney
Convention. I am sorry to think we
shall not have federation as early as I
desire ; but I do hope we shall be repre-
sented at every Convention likely to have
a lasting influence on this great and
important guestion.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) : I must apologise, sir, for rising
at so late an hour; but after the debate
we have had it is ouly right that one
member, at any rate, of the Government
should say a few words which may bhe
taken as in conclusion. I would like to
thank the hon. member for East Perth
for the kindly way in which he has
referred to the action of the Government
on the subject of federation. I am sure
the hon. member need have offered no
apology for his enthusiasm on the sub-
ject, if the result of that enthusiasin has
been to produce the speech just delivered
to the House. It must not he forgotten
that this is not a new matter in the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia. In the first
place, this colony took its part in the
deliberations of the first Federal Con-
vention in 1891, and we have been
studyiug, or should have been study-
ing, this question since that year
Further than that, and this concerns
us more nearly at the present moment,
g0 late as last vear the Parliament
of Western Australia passed a Bill—
perhaps some new members may not be
aware of fhe fact—expressing in the
preamble that the colony was desirous of
being represented at the Convention
which was to meet shortly after last
session, and which did meet in March of
this year at Adelaide. That was the
fitting opportunity the Government pre-
sented to the people and the Parliament
of this colony to say “Yea” or “Nay”
whether they would go hand in hand
with the rest of Australia in order to
thresh out a Bill fo regulate the Common-
wealth it was hoped would be established,
[Me. JrLineworTH : They voted « Yea.”]
I am astomished to find that hon.
members who nominated themselves for
seats at the Adelaide Convention, and
were unsuccessful, seem on the present
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occasion to desire to throw cold water on
the federal movement. If those lon.
considered that Parliament
made a mistake in passing the Enabling
Bill, why did they not vote against that
measure? I might mention the hon.

" memher for Central Murchison.

Mr. InLineworTH: 1 have not spoken
on the subject of federation in this de-
bate.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: And
then there was the hon. member for
Geraldton.

Mr. Simpson: I was not in the colony.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: But
you endeavoured to get nominated as a
delegate ; and without suctcess.

Mr. Simeson: I challenge the state-
ment. ’ j

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
submit that the action of those hon.
members to whom I have referred largely
discounts any arguments they may use
against the federal movement at the
present time.

Mg. ILLixeworTH: I rise, sir, to eay
a word of explanation. At the request of
the Attorney General I purposely avoided
the question of federation when I spoke
on the Address-in-Reply. I never said
one word on the subject.

Tuz ATTORNEY GENERAT: I say
that Parliament having passed an Enal-
ling Act, the hon. member was one who
zet himself up as a candidate for a seat
at the Adelaide Convention.

Mg. [LLiveworTH: And the Ministry
voted against me.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member knows very well T did not
vole against him.

M=. IoLiveworTH: You did not.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: I told
the hon. member I had voted for him. I
am astonished that hon. members who
were unsuccessful in getting a seat at the
last Convention should now throw cold
water on the movement, all because pos-
sibly they are not going to the Convention
this time.

Mz. InnivawoRTH: You are not fair.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: Some
hon. members, in speaking during the
debate, have complained that this session
has been called too late. T would like to
bring back to the recollection of these
hon. members the facts to show them that
the Governinent are not deserving of any
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rebuke on that point. The circumstances
this year have been most exceptional : that
will be admitted. Tt was understood, if the
Premier accepted the invitation of the
Secretary of State for the Colonies and
went to Tondon to attend the jubilee
celebrations, the usual anunual session of
this Parliament must be postponed ; and
I say without fear of contradiction, that
that position was recognised, and members
generally at that time accorded the fullest
assent to the proposal that the Premier
shonld go to London, and that Parliament
should be postponed. And for that pur-
pose they readily granted the necvessary
two months’ gupply for July and August,
therefore it was not anticipated that Par-
liament should meet before this time. " A
very short time after the Premier lett for
London, it was reasonably counsidered
that pressure could be brought on the
Governments of the other colonies to put
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off the sitting of the Convention from °

September for a month. That was
reasonably expected. No one thought
that the other colonies would band
together, ag they have done, to resist any
adjournment of that meeting, and it was

only when we found that it was impos- °
sible to obtain an adjournment that we .

began to see the difficulty which pre-
sented itself, and that it would be most
ineonvenient for Parliainent to meet here
in the short time available. We admit
that, but we must appeal to hon. mem-
bers to make the best of the time we
have at our disposal, and not, because of
of the shortness of the time, put more
obstacles in the way than already exist.
Therefore, I say, we are not open to the
rebuke that we called Parliament together
too late to consider this guestion. We
have Dbeen driven into
through circwmstances over which we
had uo control. We thought the sitting
of the Convention would have been put
off from September until October, in
which case we would have had plenty of
time. I do not propose to say anything
more on the wam object for which Par-
liament has been called together. 1
would just remind hon. members that
this is a special session called together to
deal only with a speeial subject.

time of speaking on every conceivable
subject under the sun. A programme

will then he placed before hon. mem- |

the position °

There -
will be ample opportunity in a short ;

third day's debate.

bers, in which even the member for
the Swan (Mr. Ewing) will find a question
of policy. I cannot help noting with
greab satisfaction one of the first expres-
sions which fell from the hon. member
for Central Murchison, whom I may regard
as the leader of the goldfields party, and
the remark has been repeated by nearly
every member who has spoken during the
debate. He said the representatives of
the goldfield constituencies were glad tosee
the settlement which was proceeding on the
land ; it was of great iportance to them,
as they wished to draw their supplies for
the fields from our own lands. To the
Ministry the sentiment expressed by the
goldfields members in regard to the im-
portance of the agrieultural interests of
the colony is most cheering, and 1 wish to
acknowledge it. I do not propose to
follow anything which hon. members have
said in regard to the finances. A good
deal will be said on that subject on
another occasion by the Treasurer. But
it has been said by one hon, member that
our loans had failed for two reasons, one
of which was the Coolgardic water supply
scheme. We have done something for
the goldfields in the past, and it is not
likely the Grovernment will abandon themn
now. When the Coolgardie water scheme
was Dbefore Parliament, it was carried
without a division in both Houses; and
it is absurd to think the Government
have any intention of abandoning the
scheme at the present moment. All
the diffieuities—I do not know of any—
suggested by irresponsible newspuaper
writers are put down by the hon. member
to the Coolgardie water scheme. Pos-
sibly he has forgotten that he would like
to have a Murchison water scheme.

Mr. InLineworTH:  £30,0001is a very
different amount.

Tez ATTORNEY GENERAL: If a
water scheme is good for the Murchison
for £30,000, it 18 good for Coolgardie.
I do not wish to detain the House, but
before I sit down there is one question
that has been referred to, and it is only
right, I should make reference to it before
concluding. The hon. member for North-
Fast Coclgardie drew attention to the
action of a magistrate at Fremantle on
a recent occasion. The House may
naturally expect me to say something on
the subject: if not, I will ask the House
to excuse me for rveferring to the matter.
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I do not complain of the manner in which | House is to be congratulated on the acces-

the hon. member presented the subject to
the House, or the language he used in
doing so. The hon. member is quite
right, feeling as he does, to allude to this
matter, and of course for anything I do
or any Minister does, we are amenable to
public opinien. I ask the House to
recollect who the magistrate was whose
sentence has been referred to. He is oue
of the oldest public officers in the colony;
he has held the position of resident
magistrate for over a quarter of a century,
and he is one of the visiting justices of
the prison. Does the hon. member think
that the order and discipline of a prison
is lightly to be interfered with and the
officers weakened by the weak-kneed in-
terference of a Minister # I do not con-
ceive that to be the duty of a Minister.
The duty I conceived was to obtain the
particulurs of the case, learn all about it,
the state of the prison, how the thing
arose, and the likely effect it would have
on the discipline of the prison and the
prisoners, to mnterfere with the sentence,
and on the other hand, the effect that con-
firming the sentence would have. After re-
cerving the magistrate’s report T was driven
to the irresistible conclusion that it was
my duty to confirm the sentence and in no
way to interfere with it. Knowing what.
I do of the charucter of the man, it would
have been unjustifiable interference with
a magistrate to allow myself to step in in
any way. No doubt the sentiments which
are held by the hon. member for North-
East Coolgardie are worthy of every res-
pect, and T have nothing to say against
the feelings which prompted him to make
the representations he did. I ask him to
give me equal credit for believing 1 did
what [ thought to be honestly my duty.
Having said so much, I wish to passfrom
the question. This session heing a
special one, as I said, called for the one
purpose of considering the Commonwealth
Bill, I do not, at this moment, wish to
lengthen the debate. Of course, with the
question of federation there is the other
¢uestion referred to in the Speech, that of
finance, of which the House will hear
something from the Treasurer hereafter.
Before I conclude, I wish on behalf of
myself and the Government, to add our
congratulations to those so freely ex-
pressed in the House, on the appointment
of vourself, sir, to the chair. T think the

1

sion of the members who have come here
to represent the goldfields. I am sure the
tone and temper of the debate is in no way
behind the debates of the past. I am
sure the debating power of the House has
been considerably increased. We wel-
come the members from the goldfields
most heartily, and we do not hide from
ourselves the fact that on the matter of
this great industry we shall have more
light than it has been our privilege to
have in the past; and, consequently, we
shall have that light reflected on the
actions of the Government which will
continue in the future, perhaps more
effectively, to render assistance to that
mdustry, which at least we have striven
to do in the past.

On the motion of Mr. Leaxe, the
debate was adjourned till the next sitting.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE BALL-ROOM
EXPENDITURE.

Mr. SIMPSON (resuming the debate
on the motion by Mr. George on the
subject of the Government House ball-
room), said: I would like to explain that
I only moved the adjournment of this
debate in order that the Director of
Public Works might have the opportunity
of being present to explain the matter.

Tue DIRECTOR OF FPUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. ¥. H. Piesse): I should
think it wonld satisfy the hon. member
for the Mwrray with regard to the Gov-
ernment House ball-room if I inform him
that plans have been prepared for the
additions, which would include the ball-
room and mmediate accessories; but, as
the tenders have not been invited in
sufficient time to enable me to take
advantage of the vote obtained last year,
the Government have decided to postpone
this matter until the vote is again placed
before the House, so that the House will
have an opportunity of dealing with the
question.  Conscquently I take it that
the object of the hon. member in asking
that the matter might be postponed has
been gained by the promise which I now
make, that no further attempt will be
made to push this matter forward until a
fresh vote is taken.

Me. W. J. GEorGE: The assurance is
quite good enough for me, and I only
hope that the papers will be laid on the
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table, so that hon. members can consult !
them.

ADJOURKMENT. )

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Su J. .
Forrest) : I move that the House atits
rising adjourn till 4-30 pm. to-morrow.
If we are to be again represented at the
Convention, it will be necessary for us
to use all the expedition that is possible
toenable ns to get to Sydney in time. I
think it may be impossible to get away
next week. The week after would not be |
altogethor tvo late. There are sure to he
some preliminaries to settle after the
Convention meetsagain. Jfthis meets with
the views of hon. members—of course I
would not desire to press it unless it does
-=I beg to move that the House at its
rising adjourn till 4-30 p.am. to-morrow.

Mr. Leake: Have we to suspend the
Standing Ovrders ?

Tre SPEAKER: That could be done
by a motion.

Me. GEORGE: If the right hon. gean-
tleman wishes to facilitate business, let
him adjourn till Monday next; but at the
tail-end of the weok, men engaged in busi-
ness have their mail to attend to and
other necessary matters in connection
with the winding up of their weekly
business. T& is unreasonable to spring
this on us at so short a notice.

Motion put and passed.

The House adjourned accordingly at -
10-35 p.m., until the next day. {

Legislative Couneil,
Friday, 20th August, 1897.

Presentation of Address.in-Reply--Question: Goldfields
Regulations—Question - loggings in  Fremautle
Gaol—Folice Act Amendwent Bi)l : first reading—
Hainault Geold Mine, Limited, Bil): firsh reading--
Goldfields New Regulutmus' Cnmmou\seulth Hill :
second day's debate; in Com:nitiee - Adjourninent.

Tare PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G
Shenton) took the Chair at 4:30 o'clock

p.m.
PRrRAYERS.

[COUNCIL.)

- as follows:—r1.

Floggings in Gaol.

PRESENTATION OF ADDRESS-IN-
REPLY.

At twenty-five minutes to 5 o'clock the
Council adjourned to present to the
. Governor the Address-in-Reply to His
Excellency’s Speech, and, members having
returned, ‘

Tuz PRESIDENT reported that the
Address adopted by the Council on the
18th inst. bad been presented to His
Excellency, and that His Excellency bhad
been pleased to make the following

boreply:—

Mgr. PresipExr anp HoNoUBADLE
G‘ENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE
CourciL:

I thank you for your Address-in-Reply
to the Speech with which I opened Par-
liament, and for the assurance that you
will give the most careful consideration
to all questions that may be submitted to
you, so that yowr labours may tend to

. beneficial results and the welfare of this

colony.

Government House, Perth, 20th August,
1897.

QUESTION—GOLDFIELDS REGULA-
TIONS.

Hor. A. H . HENNING, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines
whether it was his intention to lay before
the Council the regulations made pursu-
ant to Section 99 of “ The Goldfields Act,
1895.”

Tee MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied that it was.

QUESTION—FLOGGINGS IN FRE-
MANTLE GAOL.

Horx. R. 8. HAYNES, in accordance

with notice, asked the Minister of Mines :

—1. What aumber of floggings have
been administered in the Fremantle Gaol
during the last 12 months? 2. The
name of the Magistrate by whom such
floggings were ordered 7 3. The offences
for which the same were given ?

The MINISTER OF MINES replied
Five. 2. Mr. Fairbairn.
3. («) Assaulting a warder; (b) Refus-

» g to work; (¢) Absconding ; (d) Escap-
. ing from prison.



